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Meanwhile, during his absence great abuses began to
prevail in India among the East India Company's officials,
and most of dive's good work of consolidating the Company's
strength and influence was undone by the folly and greed of
incompetent men. For, having placed Meer Jaffir on his
throne, the Company bled this wretched Nabob to the extent
of so many millions that, in order to replenish his exhausted
treasury, he was forced to grind down his unhappy peasants
and merchants with unbearable taxes. The Company's
servants, underpaid clerks and rapacious officials, indulged in
private trading with the natives on their own account, and as
the power of Englishmen was now almost unlimited through
the genius of Clive, they extorted money from the traders and
merchants of Bengal and Madras by the most corrupt and
tyrannous means, so that they had been more prosperous even
under the rule of such a vicious tyrant as Surajah Dowlah
himself. Having got all they could out of Meer Jaffir, the
Company deposed him in favour of his son-in-law, Meer Kasim,
from whom they extracted still further millions as the price of
his nominal power. But in this they overreached themselves,
for the new Nabob, exasperated beyond endurance by the
greed of his task-masters, revolted from them and declared war
against the Company. He was instantly deposed, and poor
Meer Jaffir was dragged out again and reinstated on his
throne, while the fugitive laid waste the Company's terri-
tory, and massacred as many English as he could lay hands
on. Later on he joined forces with the Nabob of Oudh
and advanced to Patna, with threats of vengeance and exter-
mination.

Fortunately, Major Monckton, with an English army, sue-
ceeded in inflicting severe damage upon the combined armies,
and drove them back in an utter rout.

It was on the same day that this battle took place that
Clive arrived at Calcutta. His coming must have given a
thrill of something like fear to many an official of John Com-
pany who had been gorging himself on extortions from the